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The Thinker 

Back of the beating hammer by which the steel is wrought, 
Back of the workshop's clamor, the seeker may find the thought. 

The thought that is ever master of iron and steam and steel, 
That rises above disaster and tramples it under heel. 

The drudge may fret and tinker, or labor with lusty blows, 
But back of him stands the Thinker, the clear-eyed man who knows. 

 
For into each plow or sabre, each piece and part and whole, 
Must go the brains of labor, which gives the work a soul. 
Back of the motor's humming, back of the belts that sing, 

Back of the hammer's drumming, back of the cranes that swing, 
There is the eye which scans them, watching through stress and strain, 

There is the mind which plans them--back of the brawn, the brain. 
 

Might of the roaring boiler, force of the engine's thrust, 
Strength of the sweating toiler--greatly in these we trust. 

But back of them stands the schemer, the thinker who drives things through, 
Back of the job, the dreamer, who's making the dream come true. 

                                                            --Berton Braley 
 

Photos copyright © 2004 Dianne Durante. You may distribute this greeting to others as long as the format and content are kept intact. 
Read more about the Marteleur and Samuel Rea in Forgotten Delights: The Producers, by Dianne Durante, available through Amazon 

or at www.ForgottenDelights.com/FDPadvt.htm  

M
ar

te
le

ur
 (M

et
al

wo
rk

er
), 

by
 C

on
st

an
tin

-E
m

ile
 M

eu
ni

er
, 1

88
4;

 th
is

 c
as

t 
de

di
ca

te
d 

at
 C

ol
um

bi
a 

Un
iv

er
si

ty
, N

ew
 Y

or
k,

 1
91

4.
 

Sa
m

ue
l R

ea
, b

y 
Ad

ol
ph

 A
. 

W
ei

nm
an

, 
ca

. 1
91

0.
 J

us
t 

w
es

t 
of

 t
he

 7
th

-
Av

e.
 e

nt
ra

nc
e 

to
 P

en
ns

ylv
an

ia
 S

ta
tio

n,
 a

t 3
2n

d 
St

. R
ea

 w
as

 re
sp

on
si

bl
e 

no
t

on
ly

 
fo

r 
su

pe
rv

is
in

g 
th

e 
bu

ild
in

g 
of

 
th

e 
m

ag
ni

fic
en

t 
Pe

nn
sy

lv
an

ia
 

St
at

io
n

(c
om

pl
et

ed
 

in
 

19
10

), 
bu

t 
fo

r 
th

e 
wh

ol
e 

pr
oj

ec
t 

lin
ki

ng
 

th
e 

Pe
nn

sy
lv

an
ia

Ra
ilr

oa
d�

s 
Je

rs
ey

 C
ity

 t
er

m
in

al
 w

ith
 M

an
ha

tta
n,

 w
hi

ch
 in

cl
ud

ed
 c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

of
ra

ilr
oa

d 
tu

be
s 

un
de

r 
th

e 
Hu

ds
on

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
Ea

st
 R

iv
er

 t
o 

th
e 

sp
ra

w
lin

g 
ra

ilr
oa

d
ya

rd
s 

in
 S

un
ny

si
de

, Q
ue

en
s.

 It
 w

as
 o

ne
 o

f t
he

 m
os

t m
as

si
ve

 e
ng

in
ee

rin
g 

pr
oj

ec
ts

of
 th

e 
ea

rly
 tw

en
tie

th
 c

en
tu

ry
, m

at
ch

ed
 o

nl
y 

by
 th

e 
co

ns
tru

ct
io

n 
of

 G
ra

nd
 C

en
tra

l
Te

rm
in

al
 a

 fe
w

 b
lo

ck
s 

aw
ay

. 


